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The Account of the late Revival of Religton a? Hal 
lfax in the County of Primoutri finifhed. 


before the Spr ing of the Year But then a conf , 

ble Number did ; they had as we have Reafon to hope 
Soul faving Dijcovertes made to them , They had, as the 
declare, tuch a Senfe of Curist’s Abrlity, Sufficiency, and 
rr adine/s to help, as drew out their Souls to him ; they we 

e his weil ing People in this Day of his Pewer , They were 
en. ‘abled to cl fe evith him in aif his Of) ef, upon ¢! eW arrant 
of the /Pord, as far as we can judee ; and the FA>? of tha 
was Love and ‘fey in the Holy Ghoff And in about three 
Afonths Time there were forty four added to the Church j. 

We had little or no eutward Manifeftations of Jey in the 
pubick Afjembly, viz. being overcome, fainting, crying-out, 
till fome time in the Summer. In the Fall and Winter it in- 
creafed pretty confiderably, tho’ never to fuch a Deeree as 
te break up the publick Worfhip. I was filent on this Head 
fur fome time, being at a lofs what to fay: But underftanding 
that there was One that belonged to a neighbouring Town 
that was endeavouring to infti) this Doétrine into my your 
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i The whole Number that were added before the Clofe of 


the Year 1742 were /ixty (we, and lince Us Year Came in, 
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fing it were done in fincerity :”” I thought it time to fpeak ; 
And upon it ftriétly caution’d them on thisHead : I told them 
if they could refrain from it, they aéted finfully if they Jid 
not ; but in Cafe they could not, after all their ftriving, | 
had nothing to fay &c.&c. Since this they have more encdca- 
aoured to lay a Reftraint on themfelves ; and I believe have 

iii not made fuch Manifeftations, when they could avoid ii. 
Mh Some few that have been under frong Convidtion we have 
Hats Reafon to fear are fallen away, and become as bad or worfe 
HI than ever: but we defire to blefs GOD there are no niore. 
And a few that we charitably hoped had received the Sprrir 
of Adoption, have given us too much Ground to think, that : 
they never went farther than common Illumination, Heb.6.4. ! 









{i | miflaking Conviction for Converfion. There is one notorious 
| Inftance of this: But the much greater Part ccntinuc fted- 
faft to this Day, and bring forth the Fruits of Holinefs. = 
As to Errors and Diforders, of which there isfuch a Cry — 
in the Land, Iam forry that I have fo much Occafion to — 


obferve, that the greate/f Cry proceeds from thofe that are of 
Arminian Principles, and of irregular Lives ; tho’? I am far — 
from thinking that all are chargeable in this Pte! who 

have not feen through the prefent Reformation: There are ~ 
no.doubt, fome Nathanael’s among them, who are ready to © 
cry out, Canany good Thing come out of Nazareth? Where — 
are one and another, who I hope are good Men, that are too © 
much under the Influence of Prejudice, not having Oppor- 

tunity of obferving, or not improving thofe Opportunities | 
that they have had, or being too much led by thofe they | 

have an Efteem for. But however I would fay, that I am : | 
not for fmothering any thing that is really erroneous or dif | 

orderly,: Let the bed be born Teftimony againft in the Pla- ‘ 
ces where it prevails, and the Good be acknowledged ; Let : 
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the Chaff be feperated from the Wheat, but don’t Ict us cat 

away both together. For my Part, I frankly acknowledge 
that I adhere clofely to the Confeffion of Faith drawn up by | 
‘ our venerable Fore-fathers in their Synod 1680 :  Not'as it is © 
their Confeflion, or a meer human Teft, but becaufé T think © 
the Scripture Do€trine is there plainly- and- faithfully floted. | 

And I have Reafon to think that this is the Scheme of_Re- 
Wei ligion that all the hearty Friends of the Reformation receive © 
andembrace. Szme have indéed tea much verged* towards — 
Amino- | 
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Antinomianifm* in \effer Points, efpecially when their Fyes 
were firit and the was new ; they were too 
apt then in tion of Arminianifm to run into the op- 
pofite Extreme: But further Experience ferves to correct 
this. But ftill the Cry of Antinomiani/m has been greater 
than there has been real Occafion for. “Thofe that are con- 
verfant with the modern Arminian Writers know that they 
brand all with this odious Name that hold the Doétrines of 
Calvin ; they deny any Medium between Arminianifm and 
Antinomianifm. If People were but aware of this, this Vord 
would not do fuch Execution as it has done. I believe not 
one fingle Perfon at this Day has imbibed the grofler Tenets 
of Antinomianifm, particularly that the divine Law 1s not the 
Rule of Life ; this am fatisfied can’t be prov’d upon anv. 
And wherever any have harmonized with the 4ntinomians in 
other Points, it isno more than Luther, and Zanchy, and 
Beza, and many of the ancient Reformers from Popery did ; 
who feem to make 4/urance one effential Ingredient in Faitd. 

But I forget that [ am writing a Hijfory, and not an 
Apology. 

As to Difarders among us, we are free from Separations, 
and from Trances and Vijions ; tho’ at firft there was one or 
two that was fomething Vifionary, but I han’t heard any 
Thing of that Nature this twelve Afonth. We allow not of 
Lay-Exhorters ; and indeed there has been very /ittle of public 
Exhortations in this County. Some have carried the Matter 
of knowing the State of others to too great a Length; but 
the Generality are free from it. Some have been too cenfo- 
| rious, efpecially at firft when they were in the Joys of Faith ; 
they were for bringing all Chriftians to their Standard, and 
were apt to look upon all as dead and gracelefs that did not 
appear as full as they : But after-Clouds and DarknefS,makes 
them more modeft and moderate. For my Part, I don’t 





* Here I would obferve, that not only fome of the Friends, 
but fome of the violent Oppo/ers of the prefent Reformation 
have too much fymboliz’d with the Antinomians ; There 
are fome of that Stamp in a neighbouring Town} that itifly 
deny that ever an elec? Perfon is a Child of the Devi! ; which 
is the fame Thing as to fay that they are juftify’d from 
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call it Cenforioufnefs to think thofe unconverted, that appear 
by their DifCourfe to be wholly ignorant of the experimental 
Part of Religion, or that are of /candalous Lives ; Thefe are 
the Fruits by which we are to know them, Mat.7. 20. Three 
or four run into wrong Notions & Apprehenfions about fome 
other Things ; but being foon convinced of their Miftake, I 
think it needlefs to mention Particulars. There was one 
young Girl /af Winter that endeavoured to counterfeit the 
Joy of others, but fhe was foon detected by the Friends of 
the Reformation to her Shame and Confufion. 

As to Oppo/ition, there are a few Families that,have ftood 
out all along ; the greater Part of whom never made any 
Profeffion : But thro’ the Bleffing of GOD, we have had 
as great Peace in the Town fince this religious Stir, as any 
Time fince my Settlement. 

Ever fince Jaf Fall, the Spirit feems to be withdrawn 
with Refpeét to his convincing Influences ; there being no mew 
Conviétions among us that I know of ; tho’ fome that were 
under Concern before remain fo ftill. And true Chriftians, 
the greater Part, feem not fo lively as they have been: I 
frequently hear Complaints of Darknefs, Unbelief, Hidings, 
Doubtings &c. Some have been too much Jed into Di/putes, 
which tend to eat out the Vitals of Religion, and to draw 
away the Heart from the mainConcern. But yet myPeople’s 
Love to Gon’s Houfe continues. May Gop :yet again re- 
vive his Work among us: May He who is our Light and 
our Life return, and breathe upon thedry Bones: May he 
go on conquering and to conquer, till he has fubdued the 
Land. Amen. 

Tis melancholy to think of the prefent Situation of Reli- 
gion in the Land : May it not be‘faid of the People in Ne w- 
EncLanpas of the //raelites ; They fang bis Praife, but they 
foon forgat bis Works! Manna grows taftelef$ and infipid 
after a Year or two’s Enjoyment ; and too many are for 
making a Captain, ,and returning to Egypt; they prefer the 
former Days of Security before the prefent Times. Oh what 
will be the End of thefe Things. 

But I muft ftop ; and fhall fhut up with one ReAcécion. 
If thefe Things, which come fo confirmed by Teftimonies on 
all Hands are not to. be received as Verities, human Proof is 
at an End, and all Men are Lyars. For my Part, I mutt fay 
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with a late excellent Writer, that if this be not the Work of 


GOD?’s Spirit (in the Subftance of it) then Converfion is a 
Delufin, and we muft throw away our Bibles. 

Thus I have given you fome imperfectAccount of the great 
Things GOD has done for us : Idefire an Intereft in your 
Prayers both for me and my People, and reft 

Your Friend and Servant, 
Joun Cotton. 


P. $8. I think it proper to add the following Account, 
which I forgot in its proper Place ; Mr. THomas Tomson 
aged 78 Years, dy’d here the 26th of O@ober laft: He was 
the wealthicft Man in the Town ; but what is more to his 
Honour he was rich towards GOD: He had as we haveRea- 
fon to think, a Principle of Good in him many Years before 
his Death. Inhis Life he was eminently Serviceable ; it 
might be faid of him as of old ‘fehotada, that he ‘did Good in 
Ijrael, 2 Chron. 24. 16. He was juftand exact in all his 
Dealings, and made Confcience of all his Ways: He was 
Food to the Hungry, a Father to the Poor, and an Harbour 
even tothe Stranger. His laft Sicknefs was very painful 
and tormenting to him ; but the Diftrefs of his Soul in the 
beginning of his Illnefs furmounted his bodily Pains; GOD 
feem’d to run upon him asa Giant, and to break him with 
Breach upon Breach ; all his Waves and Billows paffed over 
him. But he was pleafed at laft to appear for his Relief, 
and to fill him with Joy and Peace in believing : And the 
two or three laft Days of his Life, he feem’d to be upheld 
by an almighty Power only to fpeak forth thePraifes of GOD ; 
he taking fcarce any Suftenance. After this happy Turn,he 
fpeat his Time wholly in difcourfing of religious Things ; 
he would talk an Hour upon a Stretch, and then would feem 
to faint and die away for fome time ; and as foon as he re- 
vived, he would return to fome religious Topick, and keep 
on difcourfing till his bodily Strength was gone ; and this he 
kept doing by Turns from Saturday to Monday Evening : 
Sometimes he would be blefling GOD for his Goodnefs ; 
fometimes giving Advice tohis Children and Relations, or to 
thofe that vilited him ; for great Numbers reforted to his 
Houfe, being drawn by the Fame of what they heard : He 
had fomething to fay to every one, fome Advice to give: He 
took me by the Hand thar Evening he died, and foake to me 
in 
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in particular about half an Hour, and he concluded with thefe 
Words, 1 advife you to go on, and to difcharge your Minifiry 
with Faithfulne/s, Chearfulne/s,Love andObedience. He f{pake 
very favourabiy and honourably of the prefent Times, tho’ 
he tho’t fome had gone too far ; and he bewailed it that while 
Children and young People were boldly praifing & glorifying 
GOD, he had come fo far behind them, and that he was fo 
bafhful and filent in the Caufe of GOD, and that he had been 
almoft afraid te fhew his Opinion. In fhort, he feem’d to 
be in Heaven while he was upon Earth ; he had gloriousFere- 
taftes of the Blifs above ; he departed with Praifes upon his 
Lips, and with a glorious Triumph : Some of the laft Words 
that he fpake were thofe of Paul, Ob Death where is thy Sting 
&c. This Inftance put fome Oppofers to a Stand; they 
could not but acknowledge that Gop was with him of aTruth. 

I would here add a few Words of another Perfon, who was 
dangeroufly fick the laft Summer ; fhe had been under great 
{piritual Diftrefs for three Months before her Sicknefs ; but 
after the Difeafe feized her, the Profpect of Death encreafed 
it; her Trouble grew greater and greater ; Horror & Amaze- 


ment poflefs’d he: Soul, and fhe could find no Relief ; fhe - 


knew not which Way to turn. At laft Gop was pleafed to 
difpel the Gloom upon her Breaft, and to lift up the Light of 
his Countenance upon her : Upon which fhe fent for me; I 
found that fhe was ftill apprehenfive that her greatChange was 
near, and others were fo too, but this daunted her not ; fhe 
appear’d perfectly calm and eafy ; fhe faid Crist was wil- 
ling, and fhe was willing ; fhe called upon others to prai/e 
Gop with her, and wonder’d how any Mouth could be fhut at 
fuch a Time, Such Things as thefe methinks are fufficient to 
convince any of theReality of thisWork : What can be more 
fatisfying than to fee Perfons while in the Agonies of Death 
triumphing and rejoycing and glorifying Gop ; than to hear 
them calling upon others ( who it may be are melted into 
Tears) to join with them in this heavenly Employment, and 
reproving them for their Backwardnefs thereto? Surely Na- 
ture can never carry Perfons to fo high a Pitch. This Perfon 
afterwards unexpectedly recover’d, and fhe is I believe an 
excellent Chriftian. ° 
TF. C. 
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We fbouldnow proceed to other Accounts of theRevival 
of Religion here,but having juft received Intelligence from 
ScoTLAND, we apprehend it proper to fufpend them for 
a Time, in order to prefent our Readers with fome furiber 
Accounts of the Pragrefs of Piety there. 


The two following Letters relate to the religious Societies i 
Edinburgh, of which /ome Account was given in ihe 86thPage 
of our Eliftory. 


The Firft from Mr.George Muire to Mr. Fames Aitken 
School- matter in Glafgew. 


“e A$ you defire, Ihave with theAffiftance of Mr. Archibald 

Bowre, Mr. Din, and the Serjeant, informed my felf a 
little with Refpeét to the Number and Situations of the pray- 
ing Societies in this Place, which you’! take very fhortly, as 
follows. ( 

They are as near as we can guefs betwixt twenty four and 
thirty in Number, fome of which will necefiarily be obliged 
to divide, by Reafon of too many meeting together ; and 
that will increafe the Number. 

Amongft them are feveral Meetings of Boys and Girls, 
who in general feem not enly to be growing in Grace, but 
really increafing in Knowledge. ‘The little Lambs appear to 
be unwilling to reft upon Duties, or any ‘Thing fhort of 
Chrift ; as a young Gentleman of my Acquaintance told me 
when under a Temptation to think that he was furely feek- 
ing fome imaginary Refuge inftead of the Saviour, he was 
made to cry outin Prayer, Lord, 1 want nothing elfe, and 
will have nothing fhort of the very Chrift of God. 

There are feveral Meetings of young Women, who (al- 
tho’ I never as yet vifited any of them) I am informed, hold 
on very well. ‘The Serjeant: tells me of fuch a Meeting on 
the Morning of the Lord’s Day, he has known them all be- 
wet with Floods of Tears, juft melted down with Love to 
CuristT, and Affection to one another for Curist’s Sake. 
I have my felf beea much ravifhed (when’ in a Meeting in 
the Room below where fome of thefe refort) to hear them 
fing the Lorn’s Praifes with fuch melodious Veices. 

There 
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There are Numbers of young Men who meet for the ex- 
cellent Purpofe of glorifying GOD,and promoting Chriftian 
Knowledge ; amongft fome of whom I have the Honour to 
be a Member ; many of them are Divines, who are ufeful 
in inftructing the weaker Sort of us, and that they endea- 
vour to do with the greateft Anxiety and Defire. 

A goodly Number of old Men, fubftantial ftanding Chrifti- 
ans, meet for their Edification and Inftruétion (the Glory of 
their GOD being always their chief End) and are thereby 
often revived and very much refrefhed. , 

The generality of thefe Sorts above-mentioned do walk 
very circumfpectly, and really make it appear to the World 
that they have been with Jesus : Which is very much evi- 
denced in their chearfully bearing Reproaches for CHrisT’s 
Sake. And upon the whole, we hope there is fuch a Flame 
kindled as it fhall never be extinguifhed. 

And with Refpeét to two particular Societies whereof Mr. 
Bowre isa Member, he gave me the inclofed in writing, 
which you’l perufe and return me, in Cafe I have need for 
it afterwards. 

This is not all, for feveral Country People are beginning 
to aflemble together in little Meetings to worfhip theirGOD, 
particularly the Serjeant informs me ef one about two Miles 
from this Place, where feveral Plowmen, Lads, and other 
illiterate Perfons meet for the moft noble Ends and Purpofes. 
and are going moft {weetly on, much increafed in Grace and 
Knowledge, and fome are daily added to their Number. 

I am informed from the Eaft Country (where there have 
been no Societies fince the Seceffion) that about Old Cambus 
fix Miles from Dunbar, many are now meeting together 
for focial Prayer and mutual Converfation about Matters of 
Religion, wherein the Lord is with them of a Truth. And 
in that ‘Place there is a more eager thirfting for the Word 
than ufual, and the Minifters are learning to fpeak with new 
Tongues. And one of my Acquaintance who was in this 
Place laft Winter has happily been the Lord’s Inftrument in 
commencing thefe Societies. 


( To be continued. ) 











